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(57) An inlet gas manifold (11) for a vacuum deposition 
chamber (10) incorporates inlet apertures (31) which increase 
in diameter or cross-section transverse to the direction of gas 
flow (22). The aperture configuration increases the dissociation 
gases such as nitrogen and, thus increases the rate of silicon 
nitride deposition provided by nitrogen gas chemistry, without 
requiring the use of reactants such as ammonia. While one 
could use ammonia in the deposition gas chemistry if desired, 
the process provides the option of completely eliminating 
ammonia The inlet manifold (11) containing the increasing- 
diameter gas inlet holes (31) provides enhanced control of the 
process and the deposited film, and is also useful for forming 
other dielectrics such as silicon oxide and silicon oxynitride. In 
particular, silicon oxynitride films are characterized by low 
hydrogen content and by compositional uniformity. 
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D scription 

INLET MANIFOLD AND METHODS FOR INCREASING GAS DISSOCIATION AND FOR PECVD OF 

DIELECTRIC FILMS 

The present invention relates to plasma-enhanced chemical vapor deposition (PECVD)of materials such as 
5 silicon nitride, silicon oxide and silicon oxynitride; to the use of parallel plate PECVD reactors for depositing 
these materials; and. in particular, to a gas inlet manifold for a parallel plate reactor and a method of using the 
manifold and the reactor for depositing these materials at a high rate and for depositing silicon nitride and 
silicon oxynitride without using high-hydrogen content gases such as ammonia. 

10 A. Problems Associated with Ammonia-Based Chemistry 

To achieve even low to moderate deposition rates less than 1.67 x 1Cr 8 ms _1 (1000 Angstroms/min.), 
plasma-enhanced processes conventionally must use ammonia to deposit silicon nitride or silicon oxynitride. 
A typical PECVD gas fiow chemistry for depositing silicon nitride comprises silane and ammonia reactants 
15 along with a diluent, e.g., nitrogen, argon or helium as follows: 

SiH 4 + NH 3 +■ N 2 (diluent) ^> Si x N y H z . 

Undesirably, as a consequence of using ammonia to obtain acceptable deposition rates and throughput, the 
concentration of hydrogen in the deposited silicon nitride can be quite high, as much as 25-30 atom percent. 
20 The presence of hydrogen in structures formed relatively early in the IC fabrication process and the hydrogen 
diffusion which results during subsequent high temperature fabrication steps can cause non-uniform electrical 
characteristics. Even for final passivation films, however, the presence of such high concentrations of 
hydrogen can create problems. One such problem is decreased MOS device lifetime, which worsens as the 
minimum feature size decreases. 

25 

B. Limitations of Previous Nitrogen-Based Gas Chemistry Processes Used in Parallel Plate Reactors 

To our knowledge, nitrogen-based gas chemistry has not widely been used in parallel plate plasma reactor, 
PECVD processes to form low hydrogen content silicon nitride. The nitrogen-based gas chemistry uses the 

30 reactants S1H4 and nitrogen at low frequency RF power (for example, 50 kHz) to provide compressively 
stressed, relatively dense films, but deposition rates of only about 3.33 x 10" 9 -6.67 x 1CT 9 ms" 1 (200-400 
Angstroms per minute) or less. As was alluded to previously, this low deposition rate capability (and the 
resulting low throughput) is the crucial limitation of this prior art nitride-based gas chemistry process, and is 
the reason for its limited use. To increase the deposition rate, power must be increased, which causes 

35 potentially very high compressive stress, possibly leading to wrinkling , and other structural degradation. 

C. Magnetron-Assisted PECVD Using Nitrogen Gas Chemistry 

To our knowledge, the only prior use of nitrogren-based gas chemistry without ammonia to deposit good 

40 quality, compressively stressed silicon nitride films at relatively high deposition rates is described in 
US-A-4668365 (referred to here as the "referenced magnetic field-enhanced PECVD reactor/patent"). The 
referenced magnetic field-assisted PECVD patent describes a cylindrical reactor in which the substrate(s) is 
oriented parallel to the cylinder axis; RF power typically of 400 to 1 ,000 watts is applied to form DC bias of 50 to 
250 volts perpendicular to the substrate; a pair of circular electromagnets form a magnetic field typically of 2.5 

45 x 10" 3 to 1 x 10~ 2 Teslas (25 to 100 gauss) parallel to the substrate; and SiH 4 and N2 gaseous reactants are 
communicated into the chamber at typical total flows of 1.67 x 10" 6 to 1.33 x 10- 5 m 3 s- 1 (100-800 standard 
cubic centimetres per minute (seem)) using a substrate temperature of 20-200° C and a chamber pressure of 
less than 100 millitorr to deposit slightly compressively stressed silicon nitride at a deposition rate of 1,000 to 
5,000 Angstroms per minute. The deposited silicon nitride film is compressively stressed, and has a hydrogen 

50 content of 5-13 weight percent and a refractive index Nf of about 1.7-2. 

According to a first aspect of the invention, in an RF vacuum deposition chamber system, there is provided a 
gas inlet manifold having a face plate having a plurality of holes therein, characterized by each hole comprising 
an outlet at the processing side of the face plate and an inlet spaced from the processing side, said outlet 
being larger than said inlet, for increasing the dissociation of the gas passing through the aperture. 

55 The invention provides a gas manifold which is designed to increase the dissociation and reactivity of gases 
such as nitrogen. 

The invention also provides an improved parallel plate electrode and gas inlet manifold configuration for 
forming low hydrogen content silicon nitride films at high deposition rates using nitrogen with reduced 
ammonia or without ammonia. 
60 The present invenetion further provides an improved parallel plate electrode and gas inlet manifold 
configuration for forming silicon oxide films and for forming low hydrogen content silicon oxynitride films at 
high deposition rate using nitrogen with reduced ammonia or without ammonia- 
Referring to the above in greater detail, there is provided a parallel plate RF vaccuum chamb r system 
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having a gas inlet manifold plate for communicating gas such as nitrogen into the chamber, the plate having a 
plurality of apertures, and each aperture comprising an outlet at the chamber or processing side of the plate 
and an inlet spaced from the processing side, with the outlet being larger than the inlet for enhancing the 
dissociation and reactivity of the gas. 

The aperture can be configured in any of a number of preferably concave cross-sectional configurations 5 
including parabolic or hyperbolic cross-sections, or the presently preferred conical cross-sections. 

In another aspect, the gas inlet apertures are densely patterned as an array of overlapping/interlocking 
face-centered hexagons. An individual aperture defines an edge of one associated hexagon and is also at the 
center of a second associated hexagon. This dense configuration promotes uniform high rate deposition 
without patterns, streaks or other non-uniformities. . 10 

In another aspect, the present invention relates to a process for forming highly reactive gas such as nitrogen 
comprising flowing the gas from a region of relatively high pressure through a nozzle passageway to a region 
of relatively low pressure, the passageway including an inlet end and an outlet end which is larger than the inlet 
end. 

In another aspect, the present invention relates to an improved process for depositing silicon nitride on a 15 
substrate in a parallel plate RF vacuum chamber, comprising providing a gas inlet manifold plate closely 
adjacent the substrate having apertures formed therein, each having a gas inlet end and a gas outlet end larger 
than the inlet end opening into said chamber; and simultaneously applying RF energy to the chamber at the 
face plate while communicating a reactant gas flow comprising SihU and N2 into the aperture inlet to form a 
plasma at the chamber side of the face plate for depositing silicon nitride. The process is characterized by the 20 
inherent capability to form low nitrogen content, low compressively stressed silicon nitride films at high 
deposition rates, presently within the range of about 3.33 x 10~ 8 to 1x10" 7 ms _1 (2000 - 6000 Angstroms per 
minute). 

The present invention also relates to an improved process for depositing silicon oxynitride on a substrate in 
a parallel plate RF vacuum chamber, comprising providing a gas inlet manifold plate closely adjacent the 25 
substrate having apertures formed therein, each having a gas inlet end and a gas outlet end larger than the 
inlet end opening into said chamber; and simultaneously applying RF energy to the chamber at the face plate 
while communicating a reactant gas flow comprising Sim, N2O and N2 to the aperture inlet to form a plasma at 
the chamber side of the face plate for depositing silicon oxynitride. The process is characterized by the 
inherent capability to form low nitrogen content, low compressively stressed silicon oxynitride films at high 30 
deposition rates, presently within the range of about 5 x 10 -8 to 1 .167 x 10~ 7 rns -1 (3,000 - 7,000 Angstroms per 
minute). 

In still another aspect, the present invention relates to an improved process for depositing silicon oxide on a 
substrate in a parallel plate RF vacuum chamber, comprising providing a gas inlet manifold plate closely 
adjacent the substrate having apertures formed therein, each having a gas inlet end and a gas outlet end larger 35 
than the inlet end opening into said chamber; and simultaneously applying RF energy to the chamber at the 
face plate while communicating a reactant gas flow comprising SihU and N2O into the aperture inlet to form a 
plasma at the chamber side of the face plate for depositing silicon oxide at high deposition rates, presently 
within the range of about 1 x 10~ 7 to 1.83 x 10~ 7 ms" 1 (6,000- 11,000 Angstroms per minute). 

There now follows a description of specific embodiments of the invention, by way of example, with reference 40 
being made to the accompanying drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 schematically depicts a parallel plate CVD plasma reactor which benefits from incorporation of 
the gas inlet manifold according to the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged vertical cross-section of the manifold illustrating one of the conical gas inlet 
apertures; 45 
FIG. 3 depicts an alternative concave aperture; 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of a gas inlet manifold which incorporates a hexagonal close-pack array of gas inlet 
apertures; 

• FIG. 5 is an enlargement of a portion of the manifold of FIG. 4; and 
FIG. 6 is a graph of SiH and NH bonding versus refractive index. 50 



A. Apparatus 



1. Exemplary PECVD Reactor 10 

FIG. 1 schematically depicts a parallel plate CVD (chemical vapor deposition) reactor 10 which incorporates 
a gas inlet manifold 11 made according the present invention. The reactor 10 is described in co-pending 60 
European patent application Serial No. EP-A-0272140. Reactor 10 contains a highly thermally responsive 
susceptor 12 which preferably is mounted on a vertically reciprocal cantilevered beam or support fingers 13 so 
that the susceptor 12 (and the wafer supported on the upper surface of the susceptor) can be controllalby 
moved between a lower loading/ off-loading position and an upper processing position 14 which is closely 
adjacent the inlet manifold 11. A suitable insulator 45 is also provided. 65 
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When the susceptor 12 and the wafer are in the processing position 14, they are surrounded by a baffle plate 
17 having a plurality of circularly spaced holes 23 which exhaust into annular vacuum manifold 24. The upper, 
inlet manifold 11 has outer rings of holes therein which provide a purge gas flow indicated generally by arrows 
19. A second, lower purge manifold 18 provides an upwardly directed purge flow 21. The upper and lower 
5 purge gas flows 19 and 21 are separate from the inlet flow 22 of process gas, which enters chamber 10 via a 
circular array of inlet holes located within the outer ring of purge gas holes. 

As a result of the high pressure capability of the reactor 10, the baffle plate 17, and the dual purge flow, etc., 
during processing, gas inlet to the manifold along paths 22 is distributed radially uniformly along the susceptor 
and wafer, then is exhausted via the ports 23 into the circular vacuum manifold 24 by the vacuum pump system. 

10 A controlled plasma is formed adjacent the wafer by RF energy applied to the inlet manifold 1 1 , which is also an 
RF electrode. A circular external lamp module 26 (lamp reflector module) provides a collimated annular pattern 
27 of light via quartz window 28 onto an annular outer peripheral portion of the susceptor 12. thereby 
compensating for the natural heat loss pattern of the susceptor and providing rapid and uniform susceptor and 
wafer heating for effecting deposition. 

15 The variable close spacing, d, between the manifold face plate 30 and the wafer 14 supported on susceptor 
12, as well as the various other features described in detail in the aforementioned referenced patent 
application, including the high pressure capability, the wide pressure regime, the unform radial gas flow and 
the dual radial purge flow, all combine to provide a wide range of processing capability to reactor 10. This 
processing versatility includes oxide film deposition using plasma-enhanced TEOS gas chemistry and/or 

20 ozone/TEOS gas chemistry; high rate isotropic etching; film planarization; and reactor self-cleaning. 



2. Gas Inlet Manifold Face Plate 30 

25 

The process capability of the referenced parallel plate reactor 10 has been increased, and the process 
capability of other CVD reactors in general and other parallel plate reactors in particular will be increased, by 
the use of the gas inlet manifold 1 1 and the face plate 30 which are depicted schematically in FIG. 1. The face 
plate 30 incorporates a large number of closely packed, specially configured holes or apertures 31, one of 
30 which is shown schematically in FIG. 2. 

Referring further to FIG. 2, in one specific aspect, the present invention is directed to a gas inlet means 
having an aperture 31 which has an inlet of relatively small cross-section dimension di on the gas 
inlet/relatively high pressure side of the inlet means and an outlet of relatively larger dimension 62 on the gas 
outlet/vacuum chamber side of the inlet means. This increasing hole diameter in the direction of gas flow 
35 increases the dissociation and associated reactivity of gases such as nitrogen and, thus, increases deposition 
rates. 

In the specific case of nitrogen, the use of the increasing-diameter holes 31 and the face plate 30 
incorporating the holes 31 provide sufficient nitrogen dissociation and sufficiently high silicon nitride 
deposition rates that the ammonia-based gas chemistry of equation (1) is not required. Instead, we have been 
40 able to use gas chemistry of the type 
SiH 4 + N2 ~ S13N4 + H 2 - (2) 

This nitrogen-based gas chemistry leads to a combination of high deposition rate, low film hydrogen content 
and low controallable stress which was previously unattainable. 

45 On another specific aspect, the present invention is directed to a parallel plate type of gas inlet manifold 1 1 , 
FIG. 1, and to other gas inlet manifolds which incorporate increasing diameter holes 31 for introducing 
nitrogen or other reactive gas into an associated vacuum chamber to increase the dissociation and reactivity 
of the gas and thereby increase the rate at which an associated compound such as silicon nitride is deposited 
on a base or substrate such as a semiconductor wafer. 

50 The presently preferred configuration of the hole 31 is the conical cross-section shown in FIG. 2. However, 
other configurations including concave cross-sections, (FIG. 3), such as parabolic and convex cross-sections, 
can be used as well. Referring further to FIG. 2, the preferred configuration incorporates an inlet section 33 of 
length, £\ y and of constant diameter di, which provides even distribution of source gases and prevents plasma 
penetration into the gas manifold. A conical outlet section 34 of length, £ 2t has a diameter which increases 

55 along the direction of gas flow to the outer value, 62, for enhancing dissociation of the selected gas. 

The face plate is aluminum and typically has a thin anodized aluminum oxide surface coating typically about 
0.05mm (2 mils) thick or less for enhancing electromultiplication. We have also used a Tufram® coating, which 
is a combination of Teflon® and anodization. 

60 

3. Effect of Increasing-Diameter Hole 31 



The dissociation effect of the increasing diameter holes 31 is discussed abov 

Second, we have discovered that the use of a dense array of small holes, i.e., a high number density of holes, 
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provides a dense deposited film. The dense hole array also allows a smaller spacing, d (FIG. 1), between the 
face plate 30 and the substrate, without forming the hole pattern in the deposited film. The close spacing, d, 
results in more efficient use of the reactant gases and requires less silane for a given deposition rate. 

However, in increasing the hole density, the hole opening, d-j, must not be so small as to detract unduly from 
the dissociation enhancement effect. For a given plate thickness, t (FIG 2), the angle a subtended by the sides 5 
36 of the hole 31 is a convenient measure of the relative hole diameter, d2, and the potential for achieving a high 
density hole array. As examples, using the preferred hexagonal close pack hole pattern described below and a 
plate thickness of 10.16mm (400 mils or 0.4 inches), (1) a = 30° provides 770 holes in a 154.2 mm (six inch) 
diameter face plate 30 and allows relatively close spacing d = 7.62 mm (300 mils) without patterning; and (2) 
a = 15° provides 1500 holes in the 152.4 mm (six inch) diameter plate 30 and permits smaller electrode 10 
spacing d = 3.81 to 5.08 mm (150-200 mils) without patterning. 

Third, as alluded to above, we have found that maximum uniform deposition occurs using a hexagonal 
close-packed pattern or array of apertures 31. To illustrate, and referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, there are shown an 
exemplary hexagonal close pack gas manifold plate 30 for a 152.4 mm (six inch) diameter wafer. The 
associated hole array has a radius of 75.565 mm (2.975 inches). Each hole 31 has the following dimensions: 15 
X = 10.16 mm (400 mils); £i = 1.27 mm (50 mils); £ 2 = 8.89 mm (350 mils); a= 30°; d = 0.4064 mm (16 
mils); and 62 = 4.826mm (190 mils). 

The holes 31 are arranged in a pattern of overlapping interlocking face centered hexagons 41, fig. 5. Each 
element 41 of the pattern comprises an array of six adjacent holes 31, the centers of which define the 
intersection points of the hexagon sides. Each individual face centered aperture 31 is the intersection point of 20 
seven hexagons including the surrounding hexagon and six additional peripheraJ hexagons. This interlocking 
face centered hexagon structure is believed to be the most highly dense aperture array available. That is, this 
array provides the highest number density of holes for a given manifold area. 

B. Processes 25 

1. Silicon Nitride, N f ^ 1.9 and 2.0 

In the industry, a refractive index, Nf =s 2.0, is generally assumed to be indicative of high density and good 30 
quality for silicon nitride films deposited using conventional high temperature of CVD. As mentioned, the 
maximum silicon nitride deposition rates provided by the ammonia-based gas chemistry of equation (1) is 
about 1.67 x 10 -8 ms" 1 (1,000 Angstoms per minute). The resulting silicon nitride films typically are 
characterized by a hydrogen content of 20 - 30 atomic weight percent. 

To provide a basis for comparing our nitrogen-based silicon nitride deposition process with the standard 35 
process, we used our process to deposit silicon nitride films having a refractive index Nf ^ 2.0 in the 
above-identified reactor 10 which incorporates the face plate 30. The process parameters used were 350 watts 
RF power; 599.85 Nm" 2 (4.5 torr) pressure; wafer temperature of 300 - 360° C provided with the aid of the lamp 
module 26; electrode spacing, d = 7.62 mm (300 mils) ; and SSH4/N2 gas chemistry flow rates of 110 sccm/4.5 
slm (seem means standard cubic centimeter per minute, while slm refers to standard liters per minute). 40 

As summarized by the data in Table 1 for silicon nitride films deposited on a 152.4 mm (six inch) diameter 
silicon wafer (six inch wafers were used throughout), the resulting film is characterized by a very high 
deposition rates of 7.5 x 10~ 8 ms** 1 (4,500 Angstroms per minute); relatively low hydrogen content, within the 
approximate range of 7 - 10 atomic weight percent; and a desirable, slight compressive stress of about 1 x 
10 8 Nrrr 2 (1E9 dynes/cm 2 ). Please note, the prior art ammonia gas chemistry typically comprises, the 45 
combination SiFU/N Kb/diluent where the diluent is gas such as helium or argon or even nitrogen. Our gas 
chemistry described above replaces ammonia with nitrogen. That is, the increased dissociation and reactivity 
provided by the increasing-diameter gas inlet hole configuration allows us to use nitrogen as the main reactive 
gas for forming silicon nitride compounds, and not merely as a diluent. The result is a combination of good film 
quality, high deposition rate and low hydrogen content which heretofore was unattainable using parallel plate 50 
reactors. 

It should be mentioned that we were able to use high frequency RF power of 13.56 mHz and high pressure 
throughout, which increases bombardment and film quality. 

55 
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Table 1. Silicon Nitride Deposition ,- N - = 2.0 



Parameters /Result 



Value 



10 



15 



20 



Power , watts; power density, 

w/cm 
Pressure, torr 
Wafer temp. , °C 
Gas chemistry: SiH^/N^ 

Electrode spacing, d (mils) 
Dep. rate A/min. 
Refractive index 
H content, atomic percent 

2 

Stress, dynes/cm 

Within wafer uniformity, % 



350; 1.5 



4.5 (599.85 Nm 2 ) 
300-360 

110 sccm/4.5 slm 

300 (7.62 mm) 

x 1 0 ° ms 



-1 



4500 (7.5 
2.0 
7-10 

8 —2 

-1E9 compressive (-1x10 Nm ) 
*5 



25 

2. NH and SiH Bonding Control in Silicon Nitride 

In addition to the above advantageous characteristics, our process favors nitrogen-hydrogen bonding and 
affords unique control of bond distributions. As is well known in the art, the nitrogen-hydrogen bond (NH) is 

30 stronger than the silicon-hydrogen bond (SiH) and is thus generally preferable for better device 
characteristics, primarily increased MOS (metal oxide semiconductor) device lifetime. Referring to FIG. 5, for 
the conventional high temperature CVD silicon nitride deposition processes, for which Nt 2.0 is indicative of 
good quality film, SiH bonding, typically is dominant at the expense of NH bonding. In contrast, using our 
nitrogen-based gas chemistry without ammonia, the resulting silicon nitride films are characterized by 

35 Nt = 1.9 (which is indicative of very good quality dense film) and by the desirable, stronger NH bonding being 
dominant. 

In addition, our process provides a number of ways of controlling the SiH and NH bonding and, specifically, 
of increasing NH bonding. Referring to Table 2, increasing either power or pressure increases NH bonding 
relative to SiH bondingin silicon nitride films. Increasing the wafer temperature increases SiH bonding slightly 
40 relative to NH bonding. Regarding the gases, increasing nitrogen flow increases NH bonding slightly relative to 
SiH bonding whereas increasing the flow of SiH 4 strongly increases SiH relative to NH bonding and increasing 
NH3 has the effect of increasing both strongly. In particular, of these parameters, increasing or varying the 
silane flow slightly or incorporating a small flow of a few seem of ammonia provides a mechanism for 
controlling bonding and tailoring the relative amounts of NH and SiH bondinq. 

45 
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Table 2 



Parameter Bonding Effect 

■ 5 

> Power SiH *- NH 

>Pressure >- 10 

>Temp (small) 

>N *-(small) 

>SiH 4 

>^H Both increase 

3 20 



Table 3 summarizes the process parameters and the results of using power and pressure and, in particular, 25 
silane flow to provide a good quality silicon nitride film, Nf « 1.9, in which NH bonding is dominant. As 
indicated, the deposition rate was again quite high, about 5.33 x 10~ 8 ms" 1 (3,200 Angstroms per minute) and 
the film was in slight compressive stress, -1 x 10 8 Nrrr 2 (-1E9dynes/cm 2 .) 



30 



Table 3 . Silicon Nitride Deposition, N £ 



= 1.9 



Parameters /Result Value 35 

Power, watts; power density 350; 1.5 

, 2 40 

w/cm _2 

Pressure, torr 5 ,0 (666.5 Nm ) 

Wafer temp., °C 300-360 

Gas chemistry: SiH/N" 2 85 sccm/4.5 slm 

Electrode spacing, d (mils) 300 (762 mm) _ R - 45 

Dep. rate A/min. 3200 (5.33 x 10 ° ms ) 

Refractive index 1.9 

H content, atomic percent 7-10 ^ 

Stress, dynes/cm 2 -1E9, compressive (-1 x 10 8 Nm 2 ) 50 

Within wafer uniformity, % *5 



3. Stress Control 

The conventional way to control stress in silicon nitride films deposited using chemical vapor deposition is 
by adjusting frequency, power or electrode spacing. That is, increasing the frequency tends to increase tensile 
stress (or decrease compressive stress) ; increasing power has the opposite effect; and varying the electrode 
spacing has the same tendency as does varying the frequency, but the effect is smaller. Of these parameters, 
only frequency and power substantially affect stress. Unfortunately, the variations in frequency and power can 
strongly affect other film properties. Also, stress may be a very strong function of power with the result that it is 
difficult to use power to control stress. 



55 



60 



65 



7 



>CID: <EP 0303508A2J_> 



EP 0 303 508 A2 



Our process provides another, unique mechanism for stress control: the use of nitrogen. We have 
discovered that increasing (decreasing) nitrogen flow increases tensile stress or decreases compressive 
stress (or vice versa). The use of nitrogen as the dominant nitrogen source permits the use of this 
characteristic to control stress without affecting other film properties. This use of nitrogen as a control 
5 mechanism is reflected in the process parameters and in the stress values of the various silicon nitride and 
silicon oxynitride examples given here. 

Additional control of the nitride/oxynitride deposition process and the resulting film is provided by adding 
small amounts of NF3 and/or NH3 additive or dopant to the gas chemistry. 

NF3 lowers the hydrogen content, increases the deposition rate slightly, and lowers compressive stress 
10 significantly. For example, in the above examples the addition of only one or two seem NF3 in 4.5 slm nitrogen 
can decrease stress from -1E9 compressive to zero compressive stress. This effect is summarized in Table 4. 



15 



Table 4. Silicon Nitride Deposition 



Parameters /Result 



Value 



20 

Power, watts; power density, 

w/cm 
Pressure, torr 
25 wafer temp. , °C 

Gas chemistry: SiH 4 /N 2 /NF 3 



30 



35 



Electrode spacing , d (mils ) 
Dep. rate A/min. 
Refractive index 
H content, atomic percent 

2 

Stress, dynes/cm 

Within wafer uniformity, % 



350? 1.5 

5.0 (666.5 Nm~ 2 ) 
300-360 

85 sccm/4-5 slm/ 

1-2 seem 
300 (7.62 mm) 



3300-3400 (5.5 x 10~ 8 to 5.67 x 10~ 8 ms ) 
1.86 
5-7 

-0 
*5. 



40 



45 



The addition of small amounts of NH3 relative to the nitrogen used in our nitrogen-based gas chemistry 
process can be used to increase the deposition rate, to increase the hydrogen content to a value which is 
between that of the low hydrogen film and that of conventional films, to decrease the compressive stress (or 
alternatively increase the tensile stress) of low hydrogen content films, to improve the step coverage by 
increasing the hydrogen content and, as mentioned previously, to increase NH and SiH bonding. The effects of 
relatively small amounts of ammonia on deposition rates, stress and hydrogen content are illustrated in Table 
5. 
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Table 5 . Silicon Nitride De-position 



Parameters / Re su It 



Power, watts; power density, 

w/cm 
Pressure, torr 
Wafer temp. , °C 
Gas chemistry: SiH 4 /N 2 /NH^ 

Electrode spacing, d (mils) 
Dep. rate A/min. 
Refractive index 
H content, atomic, percent 

2 

Stress, dynes/cm 
Within wafer uniformity, % 



Value 

5 

350; 1.5 

5 .0 (666.5 NnT 2 ) 10 
300-360 

85 sccm/4 . 5 slm/ 
30 seem 

300 (7.62 mm) 16 
3600-3800 (6 x 1 CT 8 to 6.33 x 10 ° ms ') 
1.9 
15-20 

7 -2 

5E8, coirpressive (5 x 10 Nm ) 20 
= 5 



4. Silicon Oxynitride Deposition 

We have found that the addition of N2O to our basic N2/S1H4 nitrogen-based gas chemistry provides silicon 
oxynitride films which are characterized by low hydrogen content, very well controlled within wafer 
composition uniformity of four to five percent, as well as high deposition rates and controlled stress. Relative 
to the silicon nitride deposition discussed above, the N2O additive has the effect of decreasing the refractive 
index, increasing the deposition rate and decreasing compressive stress. Table 6 lists an exemplary set of 
parameters/results for depositing silicon oxynitride, again on silicon substrates and evidences these effects. 



Table 6 . Silicon Oxynitride Deposition 
Parameters/Result Value 40 



Power, watts; power density, 
2 

w/cm 
Pressure, torr 
Wafer- temp. , °C 

Gas chemistry: SiH^/ls^/^O seem 

Electrode spacing, d (mils) 
Dep ♦ rate A/min . 
Refractive index 
H content, atomic percent 

2 

Stress, dynes/cm -5E8, 
Within wafer uniformity, % 



350; 1.5 

45 

5.0 (666.5 Nnf 2 ) 
300-360 
85/4.5 slm/30 

so 

3 00 (7.62 mm) _ 1 
4000 (6.67 x 10 * ms ) 
1.75 
<6 

7 -2 55 
coirpressive (-5x10 Nm ) 

*5 



Also, in general the discussion above regarding silicon nitride deposition and the effect of various factors in 
controlling stress, bonding and other properties applies here as well. 

For example, Table 7 indicates the effect of adding ammonia as a dopant. Consistent with the previous 
discussion of silicon nitride films, the ammonia increases the hydrogen content and the deposition rate. The 
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20 



25 



45 



film refractive index, N* ^ 1 .75, is characteristic of ultraviolet-transparent oxynitride films suitable for use in 
EPROM (electrically programmable read-only memory) devices. 



Table 7. Silicon Oxynitride Deposition 
Parameters /Result Value 



Power, watts; power density, 35 0; 1.5 
/ 2 

w/ cm -2 

15 Pressure, torr 5.0 (666.5 Nm ) 

Wafer tenro. , °C 300-360 

Gas chemistry: SiH 4 /N 2 /NH 3 /N 2 0 80/4.5 slm/50/40 

seem 



Electrode spacing, d (mils) 300 (7.62 mm) _ Q _ 1 

Dep. rate A/min. 5000 (8.33 x 10 " ms ) 

Refractive index 1.75 

H content, atomic percent <10 

7 ^ 7-2 

Stress, dynes/cm -5E3, compressive (-5 x 10 Nm ) 

Within wafer uniformity, % *5 



30 5. Silicon Oxide Deposition 

Using our gas inlet manifold face plate 30 containing the hexagonal close pack array of increasing-diameter 
holes 31 and SiH 4 /N20 gas chemistry has enabled us to deposit silicon oxide films at very high deposition 
rates using relatively lower power. The oxide has proven even less sensitive to patterning than the silicon 
35 nitride and silicon oxynitride films. Consequently, we have been able to use 5.08 mm (200 mil) electrode 
spacing to increase the deposition rate. 

Table 8 illustrates this process and the resulting characteristics for silicon dioxide films deposited on silicon 
substrates. 

40 . . . 

Table 8. Silicon Oxide Deposition 

Parameters /Result Value 

Power, watts; power density, 200; 0.85 
2 

w / cm —2 

50 Pressure, torr 3.0 (266.6 Nm ) 

Wafer temp. , °C 300 

Gas chemistry: SiH 4 /N 2 0 40 sccm/1 slm 

55 Electrode spacing, d (mils) 200 (5.08 nuji) _ 1 

Dep. rate A/min. 8,000-10,000 (1.33x10 'to 1.67x10 ms ) 
Refractive index 1.46 
H content, atomic percent 0 

2 8-2 

60 Stress, dynes/cm -1E9, compressive (1x10 Nm ) 

Within wafer uniformity, % *4 
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6. Alternatives 

Having thus described a preferred and alternative configurations, those of usual skill in the art will readily 
derive still additional embodiments and variations which are within the scope of the above description and the 5 
following claims. For example, other vertical cross-sectional shapes which increase in transverse dimension 
toward the front or outlet end of the aperture, i.e., along the direction of flow from high to low pressure, can be 
used. These include in addition to the described conical shaped holes, hyperbolic, parabolic or bowl shaped, 
and semi-ellipsoidal profiles. In addition, it should be quite apparent from the above discussion that the 
invention applies not only to the specific reactor 1 1 but to CVD reactors in general and to parallel plate plasma 10 
reactors in particular which are used to deposit thin film and, still more generally, to any process which uses an 
inlet aperture for supplying gases across a pressure differential. 



75 

Claims 



1. In an RF vacuum deposition chamber system, a gas inlet manifold having a face plate having a 
plurality of holes therein, characterized by each hole comprising an outlet at the processing side of the 20 
face plate and an inlet spaced from the processing side, said outlet being larger than said inlet, for 
increasing the dissociation of the gas passing through the aperture. 

2. An improved process for depositing a material on a substrate, within an RF vacuum chamber, 
characterized by the material being selected from silicon oxide, silicon nitride and silicon oxynitride and 
comprising providing a gas manifold closely adjacent said substrate, said manifold having holes formed 25 
therein having a gas inlet end and also a gas outlet end opening into said chamber, said outlet end being 
larger than said inlet end; and applying RF energy to the chamber at the face plate while communicating a 
reactant gas flow comprising gases selected from SihU, N2 and N2O to the inlet hole to form a plasma at 

the chamber side of the face plate for depositing said selected material on the substrate. 

3. The invention of Claim 1 or 2, wherein the cross-section of the hole is conical. 30 

4. The invention of Claim t or 2, wherein the cross-section of the hole is concave. 

5. The invention of Claim 1 or 2, wherein the hole cross-section is selected from parabolic and 
hyperbolic. 

6. The invention of Claim 1 or 2, wherein the holes are conical and lines connecting the opposite sides of 

the inlet to the corresponding location of the outlet subtend an angle of about 15-60°. 35 

7. The invention of Claim 6, wherein the sides of the hole subtend an angle of about 30° . 

8. The RF vacuum chamber of Claim 1 , 6 or 7, wherein the holes are formed in the manifold face plate in 
a pattern of face centered hexagons in which the individual holes define an edge of one associated 
hexagon and are at the center of a second associated hexagon. 

9. The RF vacuum chamber of Claim 1 , wherein the gas is nitrogen. 40 

10. The process of Claim 2, wherein the deposited material is selected from nitride and oxynitride, and 
further comprising at least one of (1) varying the silane, SiH 4 , flow and (2) adding ammonia, NHa, to 
control the type of hydrogen bonding within the deposited film. 

11. The process of Claim 2, wherein the deposited material is selected from nitride and oxynitride, and 
further comprising varying the nitrogen flow rate to control the stress of the deposited film. 45 

12. The process of Claim 2, wherein the deposited material is selected from nitride and oxynitride, and 
further comprising doping the reactant gas flow with nitrogen trifluoride, NF3, to control at least one of 
deposited film deposition rate and stress and total hydrogen content. 

50 
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